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1. Reporting Unit. 1lset Battalicn, 26th Marines,

PART I: ORGANIZATIONAL DaATA

2. Location of Command Post, 010001H December 1966 to 312400H Decermber 19663
Vieinity HIll 55, DaN.NG TaOR, Coordinates (aT 96661T).

3+ Period Civered by Report. 1 December 1966 - 31 December 1966
4, Commanding Officer and Staff

Commanding Officer LtCcl NEWION

Executive Officer Maj DONNELLY

S-1 ’ 2ndlt KELLER

8=2 1~8Decéb Capt JOHNSON
9<31Dec66 lstLt CLICKENER

S-3 Maj VAIL

S=4 | Capt BEST

5=5 1stLt MOONEY

S5¢ Prinicipal Subordinate Units

H&S Ccmpany 2ndLt CLEELAND

Company mAn Capt VELASQUEZ

Company "B" Capt SIMPSON

Ccmpany "C* Capt C4RLISLE

Company "D% 1-8Dec66 Capt WEIDNER
9-31Dec66 Capt JOHNSON

6. Command Structure, 1 - 31 December 1966, OPCON lst Marine Division,
with respcnsibility for Eastern sectcor of the 9th Marines TA(R,

7. iverage Strength for Month cof December
Officers USMC: 30

Officers USN: 3

Enlisted USMC:1066

SR od USN: 60
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PaRT IT: GENERAL CONCEPY OF Ori3ATIONS DURING REPORTING PERIOD

During the reporting period,. the Battalion was responsible for the eastern
sector of the 9th Marines PAOR. This respeonsibility included the oecupation
and defense of the assigned sector from enemy attack, execution of offensive
operations in the assigned sector, maintaining the Main Supply Route open
to traffic, establishment and maintainence of a reconnaissance network in
the assigned sector, preparation to execute offensive operations beyond

the assigned sectd@, and the support of pacification programs as directed,
The predominately successful tactic used for operations during December

was the company sized operation during which a small area was sealed off

by clusely tied in blocking positions. The trace of the positions approx-
imated a cordon, the cordon being emplaced during hours of darkness. The area
of operation covered an area nc greater than four grid squares so as to better
control the operation. The duration of operaticns was about eight hours.
The one County Fair initiated on 28 December was a cordon type coperation
requiring a six hour sweep., These operations were executed as a result of
current intelligence and availbility of friendly forces. Adjacent umits,
3rd Bn, Tth Marines and 2nd Bn, 1st Marines assisted with the blocking
positiona when any of the cordon boundari:s were contiguous 6 boundaries

of these units. Resulis of these one d:y operations plus the County Fair
are 12 VO XIa Confirmed, 1 VC KIi Probable, 2 VCC and 9 weapons destroyed
or captured; 1 USMC WIA., Day and night patrols and ambush activities of
squad size were conducted thruughout the month by all companies.

ENCLOSUZE (1)
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mm@ D4RT IIT: SPOURNTL.L LISTING Sy

OF SIGNIFICLNT EVENTS

1. Jerscmnel. During the pericd the Battalion had a drep in cfficer strength
but did have a gain in enlisted strength. Lnsses are as followa: 6 Marine
Dfficers transferred for duty and 2 transferred by service recor¢s by reagcne
of med evac; 79 Marine enlisted transferred for duty and 25 transferred by
:8ervice records by reason of med evac; 4 Navy enlisted transferrec fqr duty

‘and 8 transferrcd by service reccrds by reascn of med evaec. Gains arc as

fcllowss 3 Marine Officers, and 27¢ Marine enlisted jcined fcr duty. Cas-

~ualtics for the pericd: 4 Miwrine enlistud XIi, 2 Marine emlisted LCW and 9
' karine enlisted died as result of accidental discharge; 2 Marine Officers

and 51 lirrine enlisted WIa,
2. adminigtrstione Nothing significant.

3. Intelligence

2. Nc¢ major ccntacts ceeurred during th: menth of lecember, VC active
ity consisted of small gruups delivering harassing fire at patrcls, 2n in-
crense in mine/bcoby trp empl:yment, and distribution of propagand lenflots,
Two significant incidents werc thc firing of five KiG-2 anti-Tank grenadcs
at tuo Ontcs on 15 Deccmber and the firing of throe rounds of Me72 Law at
the artillery positicn, Hill 55, on 19 Docember,

b. Surveillance devices werec empliyed extensively, Ccentinucus sur-
veillance was maintained cver the apprciches tc the bridge at (uT 967605)
and Liberty Rcid Noerth with an 4N/T. S-21. Thirteen ai/fliS-1 units werc
cmployed on the perimeters cf fixed positicns., The SPAELIGH SCOrE was
employed, but continual maintenance problems limited usage. Infrared sighting
devices were employed in a passive role, attempting to locate a reported
VC infrared device. The Scout/Snipers employed M-49 20X spotting telescopes
with great success, Movement of VC vwith weapons wos detect-d in excess of
1600 meters, Targets were eng:.ged with rifle fire or supporting arms, as
appropriate, rerulting in four V¢ ILs (CON®) and tem VU XIa (PRUB), There
were numerous other sightings of VO carrying weznois, but range limitations
of the M-1D and presence of civilians precluded engagement.

c. ‘'here vwere no new V¢ units identiiied within the B- ttalion TAOR.
Several reports of VC movement were received, but no contacts were made,
Reports of VC intentions to attack Hill 55 and interdict the MSR were re-
ceived, 4n increase in mine incicents along the IMSR was noted.

d, with regard to weather, the Nartheast lonsoon cortinued to dominate
the weather during the month of D:cember, The major period of r:infall and
reduced visibility occurred during the period 23-%e 31 D cember, T.affica-
bility of the MSR, particularly R ute 14, deteriorated markedly. Route 14,
between Liberty Road North anc lLiberty Road 5:uth, was impassible to wheelecd
vehicles for the greater part of the month. C-oss-country movement by foot
troops was impaired by swollen strcams and flooded rice paddies., A complete
synopsis of the weather for ths month is as follows:

kaximmm Temperature = « - - - - - - - .- 87
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Minimum Tempe €@ v = === e === - -

Ni.mber of days w/less than 5 miles visibility - - 4§

Average Visibility = = = ~ = = = = = = = = =~ = = = 6 miles
Average Wind Speed - = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 7 h}ﬂéﬁ),, -
Average Humidity =~ = = = = = = = = = = = = =« ~ - 85

Number of ¢ays W/measursble rainfall - = = = = - - 15

Total Frecipitation = = = = «~ = = = = = = = = = = 22,62¢

e, VC losses are as follows:
(1) Yrersonuel
Ve XTIy (COuF)
Vo xTa (BRC3) 93
vee 8

ves 27

A

(2) Equ:_lpme‘ri:ﬁw
w'eapons Capturea 12

4. Training. On the job training was conductud for all 103's, and the

five d¢:y indoctrination period for newly ar:-ived personnel continued. The
training officer attended 2 one day confersnce at Livision deadquarters on
19 December, Fourtecn iiorines from this command attended a 7 day sniper
school from 17-23 Deacember, conducted by 9th liarines. A4 contact team visited
this commend and hcld a two day school on the Man Pack Persomncl Detector,

on 28 and 29 December, Ileven liirines from this command including the
Trainiag NCO, participated,

5. Speciasl Operetions. County Fair 9~35 was held in ILE S0 (3) (42 977647)
on 23-29 wecembor. Three one-diy Company (Rc 1n) sized Bebbit Hunt
operations % re conducted in the arecas of LI 0¥ (4) anc (5) vic (AT 957640)
CHAU SON vic (af 950600), and CAM Valr (1) and (2) vic (4T 960598). In cach
zase the ar.a was virtually cordonsd off by putting blocking forces of
ndjoining units, both from this b ttalion and from neighboring battalious
along natural ind man mrde terrain features., 7Zach opcration yielded
excellant rosults., The rost of the astivity for this reporting period
consisted of routine uaylight © arch anc Dastroy operations and night patrolse
“nd ambushes,

6. Huelear, Biolcgical and Chemical Viarfare. Nothing Significant,

d and Control. The Battalion was commanded by LtCol D, &, ¥ 1LON
tl'%oﬁ ¢hout the roporting period ané rom.ined intict except for C10001H
- $0 081200H when Co B was OPCOH to 2nd Bm, Sth Larines, from 20M1045H to
Wuo D was OiCUN to 2nd Bn, 18t Jiirines, .nc from Q80100H to

5 Uprraeemig
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111600H when 3rd Platoon, Co € was OFCON to 1st Bn, 1st Murines, 1st
Bautalion, 2¢th Marines remains- ADCON, 3rd darine Division and Or@CY, 1st
Marine Division.

8. Communications and Zlectronics, Nothing Significant.
9. C(lose Combat. Nothing Significant.

10. Fire Support and ¥ire Support Coordinition. Iuring December artillory
fired on targets of opportunity, fired zones fires on suspected enemy
positions, fired harassment und interdiction fires, and also fired regis-
tration missions, Both ofrensive and dofensive on=call fires were utilized
during thc reporting poriod.

a. Artille=ry fired 78 missions against a known enemy during December,
Casualties resulting from artillery fire were reported to be 8 KIa confirmed
and 34 KIA probable., Confirmed figures might have bcen higher but conditions
in many cases precluded an immediste search of the target area. Surveillance
by FO's indicated that artillery was both effective and accurate.

b, Three B81mm mortar sections werc attached to cutlying rifle companies
while the fourth was kept on Hill 55 in a general suppert role. No mortar
BI's were fired during the month of D:cember,

¢, Artillery and mortar missions and amunition expenditure figures
for the reporting p-.riod are as follows:

artillery observed fire missions -~ 78

Artillery ammunition oxpend1ture -
105mm Howitzer -- 1057
155mm Howitzer -- 5§72
B&I's (105 and 155)896
TOTAL 2525

81me mortar concentrations fired -- 25
81mm mortar ammunition expenditure -- 409

11, Logistics. During this reporting pcriod, the companiss were supplied a

total of 226,000 1bs of supplies. These supplies were transported 4,506

miles by M54 trucks and 160 miles by LVIP-5s. In addition to these supplies

each of the forward companies were sup lied at luast one hot meal each day,
Battrlion vehicles tr wveled 25,268 miles in support of the battalion.
Developments in the cantonment program include n 100 man chapel, two

tropical huts, thres heads, and two tent dacke completed during tho month,
The most significant problem area has been lack of 782 gear to issue

to replacements. During the past reporting period, the b .tt:lion has

received 276 replicements requirdng from partial to complete issue of 782

genr., another problem has been the lack of repair parts for the M422

and M274A2, Currently the Battalion has 7 h4925 and 8 M274A2s- dendlined

due to the lack of rﬂpalr parts,’ : an‘ISSTTDnn

12. Air Defense. Nothing Significant.
S —————— ) ‘ - w‘rcT(\rﬁr . (
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rgporting period in support of ground units. A4 total of 40 medevacs were
flgwn bringing 48 U,S. casualties and 16 civilians to immediate medical aid.
Of %he 40 medevac missions, 14 were of an emergency naturc. One fixed-
~ing mission was flown in support of this battalion during the reporting
period, UH-1E gunships were used as medevac escort and on occassién-as™
strike aircraft.

14, Medical and Dental. A total of %3 liarine WIa's were handled by Medical
Platoon psrsonnel., Battalion Ald Station activitics consisted of 819 sick
call visits, 5795 immunizations and an avorage d-ily inpatient count of 12,
19 Vietnamese civilians were troated st the Battalion aid St-tion,
and T42 children and 409 adults were troated trrough MPuCap facilities,
The Dental facility loggs-d 300 trcatments of l.irines and 30 troatments
of Vietnanmese civilians,

15. Chaplain and Moral Welfare. Protestant coverage was given by the
Battalion Chaplsin, Services were held on Sundiy mornings =nd evenings
and on wednesday evenings in the Batt lion CP, on Sunday afternotns in
the Co D CP, and on weekd ys when possible in the othor line company CP's,
A total of 17 serviccs wore held, attonded by 513 Marines. Bible classes
were attended by a total of 81 Marines, & three dy Christmas pible Con-
ferance using the China 3ench R&R facilities was attended by 48 Marines.

Catholic coverige wis given by the Regimental Chaplain, 9th iiirines,
Mass was said in the B.ttalion CP on Sunday mornings and in the lins com-
pany CP's on woekdays when possible. ’

A new chapel was constructed on Hill 55 and was operable for Christmas
services.

16. Civil arfairs. In accordance with the Revolutionary Development
program, =n agricultural expert from Province Headquartcrs assisted the
farmers in Bich Bac, On 15 Ducembor 1966 along with two ascistants he
distribut & among 40 farmers of Bich Bac, 160 small fruit trees and 40
Zighty-pound baxgs of fertilizer to improve the rice harvest.

On 8, 9, 10, 11, 27 and 30 D-cember a detachment from 244th Psychclog-
ical Warfare Company broadcasted propaganda from Hill 55 to the surrounding
hamlets. Such topics as curfew restrictions, inevitability of the. VC
defe.t, hopelessness of the VC cause, and the Chieu Hoi appeal vere covered.

In kceping with the iloliday spirit a Christmas party was given for
the villagers of Bich Bac on Christnmas Day. Catholic Mass was celebrated
by the Regiment.l Chaplain, and approximately 25 villagers attended. after
Mass approximately 150 toys and scveral boxes of candy were passed out among
the children,

County Fair Le Son (3) (AT 977647) commenced on 28 December. A census
was taken which registered 140 civilians in the hamlet. An addition:l 20
civiliang from nearby hamlets also were present. One hundred-fifteen
villagers wore treated at MEDCaP and 30 villagers received dent:l treatment.
Psychobogical Wwarfarc activities consisted of lectures by the village chiefs
and a spe~ker from the Vietnamese Information Service, Between spenkers
Vietn mese musie was played, 4t night for two hours,films were shown,

TH&Ye "were an assorted group of propaganda movies end Walt Lisney cartoons.
Since the people ¢id not bring food, 5 cases of C-R .tions, several gallons
of chicken noodle soup, and 300 pounds of rice were distributed among thom,

7
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13, Combat Air Support. Air Support was used by this command during !!g o m
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Before the conslusion of the Fair, the S-5 Officer met with the = .
village elders and discussed matters of common interest, such as
gecurity of the hamlet and improved relations between the people v _
and FPree World Forces. The County Fair concluded 291630H,

Puring the month; 1160 civilian patients were treated at the

Medical Civic Action Programs throughout the Battalion.
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PART TV: SUPPORLING DOCUMENTS

&

“ §-1 Journal °

© §=2 Journal 62)2Q9
S=3 Journal
Operation Plan 2-66 (County Fair), Frag Order 91-66(A).

County Fair Wrap-Up Report for LE SON (3) (AT 977647) 28-29 December 1966,

TYCLCS™ 7 (1)
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